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SOCY307, Trimester 2 2015 


1. “The ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas, i.e., the class which 
is the ruling material force of society, is at the same time its ruling intellectual force” 
(K. Marx and F. Engels, The German Ideology). How far can this idea be applied to 
the structure of media ownership patterns in Australia? 


2. “There will always be a clear distinction between media and reality”. Discuss. 


3. What factors shape the portrayal of social differences in the media? Discuss with 
relation to any two of: age, class, gender, race. 


4. “Science Fiction is not about the future: it is about the present”. Discuss in the 
context of any science fiction example of your choice. 


5. “Journalists must rigorously separate fact and opinion in their presentations”. 
Discuss. 


6. What is propaganda and how does it work? 


7. ls photography an aesthetic practice or a social practice? Give reasons for your 
answer. 


8. “Social media are making us unsocial”. Discuss. 


9. What kinds of power do celebrities have, and upon what is such power based? 


Please remember - This examination question paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may 
result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


